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St. Francois County and Its Description
Early Settlement, Location, Organization, Growth, Area and Development

of Southeast Missouri's Leading County.
that this misfortune, no doubt,
was in the long run a benefit to
the company, as the old works
were a sort of growth and did

phy, were Davis F. Marks, a
son-in-la- w of Michael Hart,
Isaac Mitchell, Sr., Isaac Burn-ha-

James Cunningham, Sr.,
and John Robinson.

was a prominent and influential
citizen. He was one of the first
judges of the court of quarter-sessio- ns

held in Ste. Genevieve,
and at the first election held for
State officers, received next to
the highest number of votes
for Lieutenant Governor.

This grant went by inheri-

tance to John B. Pratte, Jr., in
1836, and in 1843 it was purchas-
ed by John B. Valle, who ten
years later sold it to Anthony
La Crave. LaGrave added 233
acres to the old grant, making
in all 936 acres. He built a fur-

nace and commenced to reduce
the lead ore for which he found
a ready sale. This was in 1861

at the outbreak of the Civil War
when lead was in good demand
as it was used extensively in the

county's revenues. Small de-

posits of nickel, cobalt and cop-

per were thrown up by thosa
terrific convulsions which oc-

curred centuries ago.
Thousands of dollars were in-

vested in the mining industry
here in the early "sixties"; and
at the present time the aggre-
gate sum invested runs into the
millions, so rich are the mineral
deposits of the county. Many
minerals are found in the coun-

ty, but the three most valuable
are lead, granite and iron. Since
Renault first came here in 1720
lead mining has been one of the
leading industries of this region.
Early mining was of a very
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ST. FRANCOIS COUNTY

First Settlement.

The first Americans to settle
within the terriotry now embrac-

ed in this county were John Al-

ley, Andrew Baker, Francis
Starnater and John Andrews.
These gentlemen migrated to
this territory in 1794 and lo-

cated claims in the vicinity of
Big River Mills, in Big River
Valley, but did not bring their
families thither until two years
later. In 1796 they came with
their families and lived in tents,
all but Andrew Baker, who erect-ed"- a

log house. During the year
1796 several other families fol- -
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lowed them here, and a consid-

erable settlement was made
along Big River. In 1797 Hen-

ry Fry, one of the newcomers,

and Rebecca Baker, the beauti-

ful daughter of Andrew Baker,
decided to marry. There was
no one nearer than Ste. Gene-

vieve authorized to perform the
marriage ceremony; so they, in

company with Catherine Miller,
Wm. Patterson, Mary and Abra-

ham Baker, started to Ste. Gen-

evieve. When near Terre Blue
they met a band of Indians, who
robbed every member of the par-

ty of their clothes, except Re-

becca, the intended bride, and
Abraham Baker, leaving them
otherwise unmolested. This in-

cident resulted in a temporary
abandonment of the anticipated
trip.

Murphy Settlement

Rev. Wm. Murphy, one of the
pioneer Baptist ministers of
East Tennessee, with his son,
William, and a friend, Silas
George, came to the vicinity of
Farmington in 1798 and located
claims in the neighborhood of
this city. David Murphy, an-

other son of Rev. Wm. Murphy,
eome to this country from Tenn-

essee in 1801, and felled the first
tree in what was long known as

e "Murphy Settlement."

Cook Settlement

In the year 1800, Nathaniel
Gook located in the Southeast
part of this county, not far from
where Libertyville now is, in
the neighborhood still known as
the "Cook Settlement." James
Caldwell, Wm. Holmes, Jesse
Blackwell, Elliott Jackson and
James Davis followed soon
after and settled in the "Cook
Settlement." Nathaniel Cook

not measure up to the standard;
Mr. Parsons conceived from thef
20 years of experience.

Mr. Jones came out. put large
forces to work, rebuilt the mills,
and furnaces, and on June 25,

1883, one of the largest and
most complete lead works in the
world, supplied with the latest
improved machinery was finished
and put in operation. Since
1883 the company has wonder-

fully increased its capitol stock,
added hundreds of acres of land
to its domains, opened up many

new shafts and properties, erect-

ed a splendid mill, calcines and
several shafts on the Hoffman
tract South of Bonne Terre and
practically absorbed a sister
company, the Doe Run, so today,
it is the most valuable mining
property in the country. '

The history and growth of all
the mining and affiliated com-

panies, of which there are eight
operating in this county, are an-

alogous and in several instances
practically identical, so much so
that to give the history and
growth of one is to give it of the
rest, or so nearly that as tobe
practically in the essentials a
repetition of words.

HISTORICAL GEOLOGY

When this continent began to
emerge from a primeval ocean,
Pilot Knob, Sheppard Mountain,
and some of the highest points
in St. Francois County were
among the first bodies of land
to appear above the great inun-

dating seas of water. These el

evated points of land thus grew
to be islands, and stood alone
and isolated in the ocean waste.
These high points were formed
in the Azoic seas by powerful in-

ternal convulsions that upheav-
ed the earth and forced up the
granite, slate and iron beds, the
porphyry, lead, zinc and great
ore mountains of this State and
County.

Minerals

These upheavals were the oc-

casion for the establishment of
some of our greatest industries
and afford us an asset and re-

source from which millions of
dollars have been made, the lo-

cal mining, milling and smelting
be ing a principal source of this

Farmington Surveyed, and First
Settlers

Upon the organization of St.
Francois County it became nec-

essary to decide upon location
for a Seat of Justice, or a Coun-

ty Seat, as we now say. So the
gift of David Murphy was ac-

cepted and surveyed and the
Seat of Justice located on this
tract of land in 1822 by a Board
of Commissioners appointed for
this purpose. The survey was

VIEWS AT THE

made by Henry Poston, one of
the early settlers here. Thus
was laid the nucleus from which
the present Farmington has
grown. Among the early set-

tlers were John Andrews, Wm.
Shaw, Joseph Bogy, Jr., John
Boyce, M. P. Cayce, Isaac Mit-

chell, Ed Sebastian, Wm. O.

Ross, N. L. Fleming and John
D. Peers. John D. Peers opened
the first store in 1823 in a small
log building on the West side of
the Public Square, near where
the Pipkin building now stands.

Mine Development Valles
Mines

Among the oldest and most
productive of the lead mines of
the early years were Valle
Mines situated near the Jeffer-

son County line. They were
opened in 1825 and for several
years yielded about 1,500 tons
of lead yearly. The ore was
found in pockets. Valle, the
first owner, had three daughters,
who married three brothers, Fe-

lix, Francois and Firmin Ro-zie- r,

and they or their represen-
tatives are yet interested in the
property. They added vast
areas to the original estate
by acquiring other lead-beari-

lands and mines adjacent there-
to.

St. Joe Mines

It is the St. Joseph Lead Co.

of Bonne Terre which first gave
the county the distinction of be-

ing the greatest lead-produci-

county in the United States and
in the world as for that matter.
The land on which the old St.
Joe Mines and reduction works
were located consisted original-
ly of 800 arpents of land, grant-
ed to John B. Pratte and sur-
veyed m 1800.

of Murphy Set-

tlement

Rev. Wm. Murphy, upon a vis-

it to his old home in Tennessee,
died, and in the year 1803 Sarah
Murphy, his widow, and the
mother of David Murphy, decid-

ed to settle on her husband's
grant. So, in company with the
rest of the family, consisting of

three sons, Isaac, Jesse and Du-ba- rt,

her daughters, a grand 3 n
and a colored woman, she sst
out in a keel boat down the
Tennessee River. After a jour-

ney full of hardships and perils
they landed at Ste. Genevieve,
and on January 10, 1804, reach-

ed the house of Richard Murphy.
Thus the entire family settled
here including mother, seven
sons and one or two daughters.
About 1807, Mrs. Sarah Mur-

phy, although advanced in years,
organized and taught a Sunday
school, the first West of the
Mississippi. She was a sister of
David Barton, and a woman of
great force of character and
ability, her work, in fact, Leing

a forerunner of, and a founda-

tion for the later successful re-

ligious and educational work of
Miss Eliza Carleton, who was
born in 1826 and established
Carleton College in this county
St. Francois County Organized

St. Francois County was or-

ganized as a county March 19,

1821. It was so named after a
small river of the same name
flowing through this territory
embraced within its confines. The
County Seat was established at
Farmington, which town was
laid out in 1822 upon a tract of
52 acres of land donated to the
county by David Murphy.

Claims Staked Near Farming-ton'- s

Site '

Michael Hart and his son,
Charles, located two miles north
from where Farmington now
stands, about the time the Mur-

phy family came. Some of the
other early settlers in the vicin-

ity of Farmington, which was
laid out in 1822 on a tract of 52
acres of land donated to St.
Francois County by David Mur- -

reduction of Rebel and Federal
forces with muskets requiring;
ounce balls, also used extensive-
ly as cannon fodder in sieges
and in conflicts between the:

COUNTY SEAT

Blue and the Grey.
In 1863 capitalists in New

York had their attention attract-
ed to this property and they
sent out a committee to make a
report, whereupon the St. Joseph
Lead Co. was organized under
the laws of New York and J.
Wyman Jones was chosen Pres-

ident and he was for many years
the leading Spirit in the enter-
prise. The Capital stock was
$1,000,000, and the first blast
was in 1864. It was much later
that the first real shaft was
sunk. In the year 1866 there
was 260,000 pounds mined, or
600 pigs per month. Thus was
launched the first real lead min-

ing on an extensive scale in the
county.

In 1867, Mr. C. B. Parsons of
Massachusetts arrived in Bonne
Terre and was installed as Supt.,
a position which he held until
his death. He found the works
consisting of a small crushing
mill, one set of rolls, and one lit-

tle furnace. The work was be-

ing done by hand, and the out-

put did not exceed 500 pigs of 72
pounds each per month. The
outlook was discouraging, but
Mr. Parsons got busy with his
mechanical cunning to improve
the machinery, which he had
soon accomplished in a pleasing
degree. He improved the pro-

cess and enlarged and extended
the works, until in 1882 the.out-pu- t

had reached 15,000 pigs of
81 pounds each per month. But
on February 25, 1883, the whole
plant, machinery, engines, boil-

ers and all were destroyed by
fire. The improvements and la-

bors of 20 years were consumed
by the flames in a few short
hours, but the experience which
Mr. Parsons had gained was not
destroyed, and it has been said

crude and primitive charac'
only a small per cent of the m
tal being extracted from the ore.rs- -

While this county is rich in
minerals it is also rich agricul-

turally, its soil being of a high-

ly productive character, and es-

pecially adapted to the raising
of wheat, corn and hay.

"Soif

The soil is a red and yellow
clay loam chiefly in the Eastern
and Southeastern portions, the
loam in the Central Eastern parts
having, in certain sections, what
is called a "crawfish" tendency
which reduces the fertility of
the soil; while in the Southern
and Southwestern parts it is of
a mixture of sand loam and clay.
In the West and North the sur-

face is very rough and hilly, be-

ing that portion which was torn,
rifted and upheaved by those
terrific convulsions during the
period of internal disturbance
thousands of years ago; there-
fore the soil is generally rocky

and sandy except where there
has been alluvial deposits. This
section is the center of the mi-i- ng

industries.

Location, Area, Etc.

St. Francois County lies Soutk
and West of Ste. Genevieve
County, North of Madison, West
of Iron and Washington and
South of Jefferson County. It
is very irregular in shape, some-

what resembling an aggregatioa
of triangles obtuse in shape, hav-

ing the apexes facing, and has
an area of about 450 square
miles, or 288,000 acres. The
surface is generally hilly, es-

pecially in the West and North
portions, but there are several

(Continued on next page.)


